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Overview
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Alaka`ina 501(c)3 is focused on developing and supporting 
programs that meet the goals of our charter: helping build 
leadership programs and opportunities for the youth of 
Hawai`i. We are meeting this important mission by developing 
innovative educational programs.

• Goal. Ensure that the young men and women of Hawai`i 
have the skills and competencies they need to be effective 
leaders.

• Programs. The Digital Bus Program; Community Support 
through grants and scholarships; and Heart of `Ohana (an 
employee giving program)

There are three ways we accomplish our mission: Sole support 
from the Native Hawaiian Organization (NHO), disbursements 
of a percentage of FOCs profits, and Heart of `Ohana 
employee contributions. 



Programs

The 
Digital 
Bus 
Program 
Through our Digital 
Bus Program on 
Mau`i and Moloka`i, 
Alaka`ina 501(c)3 is 
making our mission a 
reality by developing 
innovative 
educational 
programs that 
combine leadership, 
science and 
technology, and 
environmental 
stewardship.
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The Digital Bus is a mobile 
laboratory designed to stimulate 
interest in science and 
technology among public school 
students. Equipped with the 
latest technology, the Digital Bus 
has been used extensively for 
hands-on education of students 
from grades K to 12 on both 
Maui and Moloka`i.  To date the 
program has reached over 
34,000 students.

Projects range from watershed 
investigation and restoration, to 
math instruction, to ocean and 
stream monitoring, soil studies, 
effects of marine debris, shark 
morphology and exploration, 
bird morphology, and unmanned 
aerial systems.  All curriculum 
meet the HI DOE HCPS 
requirements and are being 
aligned to NGSS.

The program also provides long-
term impact via educator 
professional development 
opportunities.
Beginning in 2019 and running 
through 2023, funding and 
collaboration with KCC’s COGS 
Bus Program for $204,000.



Programs
Community 
Support 
A ho`okupu is a gift given in 
exchange for spiritual 
energy. The literal meaning 
is “to sprout, to activate 
growth.” One of the missions 
of Alaka`ina is to support 
community organizations 
and initiatives that promote 
leadership and educational 
opportunities for the youth 
of Hawai`i. By investing in 
worthy programs, we are 
planting seeds that further 
our mission and support our 
communities. 
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PERPETUAL PROGRAMS
Kaumakapili Church Computer 
Resource Center
Hogan Entrepreneur Program
Lua, Inc.
Ka Waihona O Ka Na`auao PCS

$89,000 since inception

SCHOLARSHIPS
Chaminade University of 
Honolulu - $1M endowment
Pauahi Foundation - $150K 
endowment
UH Foundation/Kauai 
Community College Engineering 
Scholarship - $41K
UH Foundation/Community 
College Scholarship - $500,000

$1,700,000 since inception

GRANTS
Nanobytelabs – West Kauai
Kapolei Community Health 
Center
Various Robotics Teams 
(Waianae, Baldwin, Molokai)
Kauai Food Bank, Relay for Life, 
United Way
+ 90 other organizations

$1,159,000 since inception



Programs

Heart of 
`Ohana 
The Heart of `Ohana Program was 
established in 2015 as an employee 
giving program.  The program 
allows employees of the Alaka`ina 
Foundation Family of Companies to 
make tax deductible donations to 
the program.  It’s mission is to 
provide financial support to the 
Alaka`ina 501(c)3 for ensuring the 
charity’s continuous growth in 
services and programs geared 
toward education and leadership 
enrichment to the children of 
Hawai`i and the Mainland. 

Since 2015, employees have 
donated over $70,000 to the 
program
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EAST COAST
Frederick County Public Schools 
(Maryland)
Center for Education Integrating 
Science, Mathematics and 
Computing (Atlanta)
Tavares Middle School (Orlando)
Hagerty High School (Orlando)

KAUAI
Eleele Elementary School
Kula Aupuni Niihau A Kahelelani
Ke Kula Niihau O Kekaha
Kekaha Elementary School
St. Theresa School
Waimea High School
Kapa`a High School
Kauai High School

CENTRAL
Daleville High School JROTC (AL)
Enterprise High School JROTC 
(AL)
Health Careers High School (TX)
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